
Welcome St. Richard RCIA Class of 2009/2010 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

 
 
 Susan Dittes was baptized in St. Paul United Church of Christ 
in 1957; she has been a Christian all her life.  She started 
attending Mass with a friend who was a cradle Catholic earlier 
last year. She found it intimately moving and a profound 
conversation with God!  Susan has blessed our presents as a 
cantor and has shared the beautiful voice that God has gifted her 
with us. Once you have seen and heard her sing you can see how 
much she loves it. Susan is also a nurse and has taught classes on 
diabetes. She is very excited and looking forward to being in full 
communion with the Catholic Church. So please pray for her and 
her sponsors, Lucille Smith and Judy Cole.  

 
 

Donald Jeffrey Emahiser has attended church for many years 
with his wife Cynthia (Mekus) they were married March 31, 
1978. Jeff has been very active in the Swanton Community and 
worked for Ohio Gas until his retirement due to Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. Cindy and Jeff are both very active in the ALS to help 
their fight from this dreaded disease.  Jeff is part of the 2009-10 
RCIA Class and was brought into full communion on October 
17, 2009. He read many books with the help of Cindy and the use 
of his computer.  Fr. Dan was his catechist, as well as Ann 
Hallett and the use of the Knights of Columbus Hart series found 
on their web site provided him with the understanding of the 

Catholic Church. Jeff and Cindy usually sit on the West side of the church.  Stop and introduce yourself 
and congratulate him on his Christian endeavors.  
 

 
Jack D. Rupp and his wife Angel who is a cradle Catholic went 
to many Catholic Churches; St. Richard just felt like home to 
them. Jack and Angel where married at St. Peter’s in Archbold; 
and the have three children, Grant who is 13, Sydney is 10 and 
Blake is 6. Jack is a Farmer and he will tell you that he has been 
very blessed to be able to do the work he does and live in a 
community where farming is still a vital part of life.  He lives in 
Fayette, Ohio. He wants to be Catholic so that he can share with 
his family and worship in full communion of the Catholic 
Church. Jack will be baptized, receive his First Eucharist and 
Confirmed at the Easter Vigil Mass.  His sponsor is David 
Nieberding.  

 
Please keep them and their sponsors in your prayers.  Mark your calendar and join us at 8:00 PM on 
Saturday, April 3rd for the Easter Vigil Mass and share this beautiful experience with them. Thanks be 
to God for the goodness of their lives. RCIA Director Mrs. Ann Hallett, Adult Religious Ed. Mrs. Mary 
T. Warner. 



Welcome St. Richard RCIC Class of 2009/2010 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Children 

 
 

 
Allison Cooley is a second grade student at St. Richard 
School. She is the daughter of Gretchen and Timothy Cooley 
and the great-granddaughter of Ellen Poca and her great-uncle 
Steven Poca and Great-aunt Kathy Poca are great Christian 
examples for her. She likes to play soccer.  
 
 Allison will be baptized at the Easter Vigil and will be making 
her First Eucharist.  Her sister Kaitlyn will also be receiving 
First Eucharist and she will be receiving it at the Easter Vigil.   
 
 

 
 

Kaitlyn Cooley is in the fifth grade at St. Richard School. She 
is also the daughter of Gretchen and Timothy Cooley and the 
great-granddaughter of Ellen Poca, great uncle Steve and great 
aunt Kathy Poca. Katie enjoys hanging out with her friends. 
 
Kaitlyn will receive her First Eucharist at the Easter Vigil and 
will be there to help baptize her sister Allison. It will be truly a 
family event. 
 
 
 

 
 
Selena Vargas is in the 8th grade.  She is the daughter of Julie 
and Daniel Vargas. Julie and Dan both completed the RCIA 
process in March, 2008. Selena was baptized here at St. 
Richard in October 1996.  Her younger sisters, Maya, Carolina 
and Gabriella make her family complete.   
 
Selena will receive the sacraments of First Eucharist and 
Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.  
 
 
 

 
 
Please keep them and their families in your prayers. Thank you to their catechist Mrs. Gloria 
McQuade and Religious Education Director Mrs. Ann Geise. 


